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Good afternoon. I'm so very pleased to be here with you today.

Thank you, President Cooney, Speaker Sales, Senator Williams, Senator Stapleton, and
Representative Parker for bringing us together to focus on Montana’s children and their future.

Thank you, Rev. Harper for your good words.

I'd also like to recognize my colleagues and friends in the Executive and Judicial branches of
Montana Government, Clerk of the Supreme Court, the Public Service Commissioner, the Board
of Public Education and the First Lady of Montana, Nancy Schweitzer.

And a very special thank you to my husband Bill for being here with me and supporting my
dedication to Montana’s kids.

I would like to take a moment to thank some folks who you don't see everyday in our schools,
but who spend every single day working to make our schools even better. They are my co-
workers, my friends at the Office of Public Instruction. These are the folks who don't receive the
first grade hugs, but really deserve them. Please help me say thanks to my deputy, Bud
Williams and all the good hard-working folks at the Office of Public Instruction.

| begin my State of Education Address with sincere words of thanks for the thousands of
committed teachers, administrators, school staff and trustees. You work tirelessly, helping
Montana’s children learn and prepare for their futures. Simply put, you change lives.

Would all educators, school staff or trustees in the audience, both on the floor and in the gallery,
please stand so we may recognize you?

From all of us here, and from all Montanans, thank you!

I'd like to specifically thank the students who are watching this address live, using video
streaming technology or local access television. One of those schools is Havre High School.
Please join me in greeting Mr. John Ita's U.S. Government Class and Mr. Jim Magera's Local
History and American Indian Culture classes.

This is the fourth time | have come to share with you my thoughts on the State of Education in
Montana. It will also be my last address to this joint body as State Superintendent.

"It is the mission of the Office of Public Instruction to improve teaching and learning through communication,
collaboration, advocacy, and accountability to those we serve."



How time flies. You can't help but be a little reflective on where we've come from as Montanans
and about our hopes for the future.

| thought it would be interesting to see how the Superintendent of Public Instruction saw the
State of Education a hundred years ago. In 1906 the State of Education came in the form of a
500 page report.

What | found was quite startling and more than a little disturbing. The Superintendent of Public
Instruction in 1906 was a man. | had always been lead to believe that one of the more sensible
Montana traditions has always been electing women as State Superintendent.

Of course in 1906 women did not, yet, have the right to vote.

Then State Superintendent W.E. Harmon reported, "There are in Montana many good schools
where good salaries are paid to well prepared, competent teachers. The school houses are well
built and well equipped for the best work. The school grounds are sightly and the school is the
pride of the community."

Superintendent Harmon understood that public education demands that we can't stand still. He
knew that a growing Montana needed a public school system that could prepare our students
for the demands of a constantly changing economy.

Superintendent Harmon saw the connection between the quality of the education we could
provide our children depended on the quality of the teacher in the classroom. He noted that
"better trained, more experienced and more highly educated teachers" were in high demand.
He argued, that in order to keep the best teachers, salaries need to be competitive. Sound
familiar?

Within Superintendent Harmon's report was an observation that gets to why public education
has been so successful in Montana. He put it quite eloquently in just two sentences.

"Montana has the right sentiment. It seeks to give every child an opportunity to obtain an
education."

"Montana has the right sentiment. It seeks to give every child an opportunity to obtain an
education."

That is the passion that has driven public education for the past one hundred years in Montana.

It fundamentally recognizes that when we maximize our investment in every child who enters
the school house door it will come back to us many times more and in ways we cannot even
imagine.

It is why Montana students consistently perform among the top students in the country. Last
May, the National Assessment of Educational Progress released the results of the 2006 national
science tests. These "NAEP Tests" are known as the national "gold standard" for academic
achievement.

Both Montana 4™ and 8" grade students scored within just 1 point of the top state science
scores in the country.


















